
Four Classifications of Humoral Immunity

C21.7

Antibody



What is the difference between
natural and artificial immunity?

● Natural Immunity
● Stimulus activates immune response (e.g. virus infection)
● Immunity acquired by normal human expience
● Antibodies are produced by host plasma cells

● Artificial Immunity
● Antibodies are produced by unnatural process or induced by a 

medical procedure
● Host does not make the antibodies
● Stimulus is not an active pathogen // attenuated pathogen



What is the difference between
active and passive immunity?

● Active Immunity
● Host's immune cells make antibodies (or T cells and B cells)
● This type of immunity makes memory cells

● Passive Immunity 
● Host injected with antibodies harvested from donor's plasma
● Precipitant receives antibodies across a semipermeable 

membrane (e.g. fetus from mother or newborn from 
breastfeeding)

● No memory cells made



Four Acquired Immunity Classificatons

● Natural active acquired immunity

● Natural passive acquired immunity

● Artificial active acquired immunity

● Artificial passive acquired immunity




